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AMENDMENT UNDER 37 CFR 61,1 11 



Sir: 



A Petition and Fee for an Extension of Time accompanies this paper, 
Inrcsponse to the Office Action dated February 9, 2005, please amend the above-referenced 
application as follows: 

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in Ihe listing of claims beginning on page 2 of this 



paper. 



Remarks/Arguments follow the amendment sections of this paper. 
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Accordingly, Ihc applicants respectfully request reconsideration and withdrawal of the 
rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) based on Iwatsuki et aL 

Claims 1 . 2, and 4-8 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Roscr (US. Patent 5,704,297). The applicants respectfully traverse this ground for rejection because 
the cited reference does not disclose or suggest a freeze^ried composition having the characteri^^^ 
of Ihc applicants' composition. 

Roser teaches the production of dosage forms by a tableling F°cess and subsequent removal 
ofvolatilcsaltsundera vacuum. The applicants respectfully submit that their requirement that the 
composition be «frec*e-dried" renders this citation no longer relevant. Accordingly, the applicants 
respectfully request reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection under 35 U.S.C. §102(b) based 

on the Roser reference. 

Hussain et of. (U. S. Patent 5,704,297) is cited of interest. Column 2 lines SO to 53 indicate 
that an experiment was performed to assess the "feasibility of developing a dry powder formulation 
to improve the reconstitution rate of hydroxyethyl starch." Hence, the cited reference teaches nway 
from the "shaped body" as claimed in the subject invention. 

In view of the foregoing remarks and the amendment above, the applicants believe that the 
currently pending claims are in condition for allowance, and such action is respectfully requested. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees under 37 CFR §§1.16 or 1.17 as 
required by this paper to Deposit Account No. 19-0065. 
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The applicants also invite the Examiner to call the undersigned if clarification is needed on 
any of this response, or if the Examiner believes a telephone interview would expedite the 
prosecution of the subject application to completion. 

Respectfully submitted, 

David R. Saliwanchik 
Patent Attorney 
Registration No. 3 1 ,794 
Phone: 352-375.8100 
Fax No.: 352-372-5800 
Address: P.O. Box 142950 

Gainesville, FL 32614-2950 
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